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10 SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

10.1 PROJECT BRIEF 

Westports Malaysia Sdn. Bhd., the Project Proponent, intends to expand the existing container 

terminals located in Pulau Indah, Selangor. Westports Phase II will involve the construction of eight 

(8) container terminals (CT10-CT17), which will be integrated with the existing CT1-CT9 terminals. 

The current port capacity of 15 million TEUs will increase to 28 million TEUs upon the completion 

of Westports Phase II. Approximately 550ha will be developed for the Project which involves the 

construction of additional berths, container yards, terminal facilities, and containment area for the 

future free trade zone; located at the southern end of Pulau Indah. The proposed port expansion 

Project is in line with the Government’s strategic plans of enhancing Port Klang’s position as a 

megahub port in the region. The port expansion is also necessary to meet the forecast of growth 

in containerized sea-freight industry in the medium to long term. 

10.2 OVERALL ASSESSMENT OF IMPACTS 

This EIA Report has identified the potential environmental impacts associated with the proposed 

expansion of container terminals CT10-CT17 at Westports throughout the development and 

operational phases. It is acknowledged that the Project like any other development, will have 

impacts on the physical, biological, and socio-economic environment that may be both negative 

and positive in nature. The impacts have been evaluated to predict the significance and extent of 

potential changes to the environment. Baseline conditions were established through fieldwork and 

sampling, supported by secondary data from the relevant government agencies, research and 

scientific papers. Impacts prediction were based on technical modelling, experience on similar past 

projects, and from the knowledge of the specialist consultants of the various environmental 

components including hydraulics and hydrodynamics, soil erosion, marine and land traffic, marine 

ecosystem, socio-economics, marine waters, ambient air, and noise. Surveys and stakeholder 

engagements were also conducted to gauge the public’s perception of the proposed Project. 

Generally, from the findings of the impacts evaluation, no significant impacts are anticipated from 

the activities during pre-construction phase. However, key Project activities with potential to cause 

adverse impacts are expected from the construction phase involving land clearing and earthworks; 

movement of construction materials, vehicles and machineries; capital dredging and reclamation 

works; as well as construction of port structures and terminal facilities. Impacts that have been 

identified include the loss of mangroves and disruption to marine ecosystem, changes in hydraulics 

and hydrodynamics, soil erosion, deterioration of marine water quality, socio-economic issues and 

concerns, increase in marine and land traffic volume, as well as general social disturbances due 

to air quality and noise level impacts. However, these impacts can be mitigated by implementing 
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specific and focused mitigation measures that have been recommended in this EIA. It must be 

noted that the construction works of the proposed Project will take place in a staggered manner 

over a period of thirty (30) years, commencing from 2021 until 2050, which essentially means that 

there will be temporal distribution for the impact level of some environmental components. 

For the operational and maintenance phase of the Project, activities that are expected to bring 

about impacts to the environment include the permanent extension of the port structure protruding 

further out into the Straits of Malacca, projected increase in the movement of shipping vessels 

within the port limits, maintenance dredging of the navigation channel, day-to-day operations at the 

port terminals, and increased movement of land vehicles. These impacts will remain throughout 

the operations of the new Westports terminals; however, with good management and adoption of 

appropriate mitigating measures, these impacts can be reduced to acceptable levels. 

Beneficial impacts generated from the proposed Project development is highly significant as it is 

expected to boost the economic growth of the nation and the state due to the increase in maritime 

trade and related hinterland industries and businesses. Increased employment and business 

opportunities for the locals can be expected, leading to improved wellbeing of the residents in Pulau 

Indah. 

Residual impacts are impacts that will persist even after mitigating measures are implemented. 

The residual impacts that have been identified include the loss of mangroves, together with the 

subtidal and intertidal mudflats. The loss of the mangroves and the associated habitats will be 

irreversible, however, the affected mangroves are disturbed from past anthropogenic activities and 

the loss will not have major consequences on overall mangrove biodiversity or on the conservation 

status of specific species. The EIA recommends for a mangrove replanting programme to be 

carried out which will offset and possibly even enhance mangrove biodiversity if the exercise is 

successful and the replanted mangrove thrives over and above the current existing status. Other 

residual impacts identified are of lesser significance and include increase in sedimentation rates 

which will be managed by maintenance dredging, projected rise in marine traffic along the 

navigation channel with associated risks to maritime navigation that will require better traffic 

controls, and impact on social communities particularly fishermen who will need to travel a further 

distance for their fishing activities. Although the latter group of stakeholders will be directly affected, 

given the predominantly positive response of the local inhabitants and fishermen towards the 

Project, the overall socio-economic impacts are assessed to be of moderate significance. 

An environmental assessment matrix that outlines and summarizes the duration and significance 

of the impacts arising from the Project activities is provided in Section 7.6 of Chapter 7. This matrix 

serves to provide an overall evaluation of the acceptability of the Project. 

In conclusion, the findings from the EIA have shown that the Project is of major beneficial 

significance to the national and state economy. The potentially adverse impacts and risks 
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associated with the Project can be lowered to acceptable levels if the Project development and 

operational activities are carried out with proper planning and management, and with the 

implementation of appropriate and practical mitigation measures and controls as recommended in 

the EIA. This Project is therefore deemed to be viable and can be implemented in an 

environmentally sustainable manner with acceptable environmental impacts and risks.  


